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When children and young
people interact with
others, they create social
groups, test out ideas,
challenge each other’s
thinking and build new
understandings. Play
provides both, a context

(a place orspace) and a
process (ways of being and
learning), where children
and young people can ask
questions, solve problems,
engage in critical thinking
and create relationships
and friendships.

Educators are intentional

in all aspects of the
curriculum and act
deliberately, thoughtfully
and purposefully to
support children and young
person’s learning through
play and leisure.

This information sheet
highlights the changes to
the My Time, Our Place:
Framework for School Age
Care in Australia V2.0, 2022
(MTOP V2.0) Practice, Play,
leisure and intentionality, it
provides you with reflective
guestions as you consider
your practice, service
philosophy and program in
relation to this practice.
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MY TIME, OUR PLACE

Play, leisure and intentionality

D

Links to the National Quality Standard (NQS)

The NQS recognises the potential of the educational program and practices
to enhance each child’s learning and development. The MTOP V2.0 Principle,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives is reflected in several quality
areas of the NQS, with a particular focus in:

QA1: Educational program and practice

Standard 1.2: Practice - Educators facilitate and extend each child’s
learning and development.

QA2: Children’s health and safety

Standard 2.1: Health - Each child’s health and physical activity is supported
and promoted

QA3: Physical environment

Standard 3.2: Use - The service environment is inclusive, promotes
competence and supports exploration and play-based learning.

Element 3.2.1: Inclusive environment - Outdoor and indoor spaces are
organised and adapted to support every child's participation and to engage
every child in quality experiences in both built and natural environments.

Element 3.2.2: Resources support play-based learning - Resources,
materials and equipment allow for multiple uses, are sufficient in number,
and enable every child to engage in play-based learning.

QAS5: Relationships with children

Element 5.2.1: Collaborative learning - Children are supported to
collaborate, learn from and help each other.

QA7: Governance and Leadership

Element 7.1.1: Service philosophy and purpose - A statement of philosophy
guides all aspects of the service’s operations.
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https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/23171

Play and leisure experiences provide opportunities for children and young people to learn as

they discover, problem solve, create, improvise, imagine and act with confidence. It provides

for both educators and children and young people to be intentional in learning through play,
leisure and recreational opportunities.

What is the change?

The Practice has been renamed Play, leisure and
intentionality. Intentionality has been described in play
and leisure.

The practices of Learning through play and Intentionality
have been combined to strengthen the connection
between play, leisure and intentionality, promoting
reflection on educator and child or young person’s
intentionality.

Examples of educators acting with_intentionality in

play and leisure expanded including the integration of
popular culture, media and digital technologies adding to
children and young people’s multimodal play.

The idea of multimodal play and the integration of
popular culture, media and digital technologies has been
described.

The practices of Learning through play and leisure, and
Intentionality have been combined to strengthen the
connection intentionality of opportunities for play and
active and passive leisure.

Rationale for the change

Renaming the practice from Learning through play

to Play, leisure and intentionality and combining the
practices of Learning through play and leisure and
Intentionality reflects contemporary understandings of
both child, young person and educator intentionality and
their roles in play and leisure. Intentionality is described
for both adult and child or young person.

The updated practice clarifies the expectation that
educators are intentional in all aspects of their
professional practice. The description of play and leisure
as pedagogical approaches and practices has been
added in ways to create a shared understanding amongst
educators.

The updated practice draws on contemporary research to
outline the intentional role of the educator with strategies
they may use to engage, support and expand children’s
participation in play and passive and active leisure
experiences.

What will this change look like in
practice?

Educators are deliberate, purposeful, thoughtful and
intentional in the responsibilities and roles they take in
children and young people’s play and leisure and use

a range of strategies to enrich wellbeing, learning and
development.

Educators actively support the inclusion of all children
and young people in play and leisure activities.

o Educators listen with intent to the conversations of

children and young people and use strategies such
as modelling and demonstrating, open questioning,
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speculating, explaining, engaging in shared thinking and
problem solving to extend children and young people’s
enjoyment in play, thinking and learning.

e Children and young people are helped to recognise when
play is unfair and work in partnership with educators to
build a caring, fair and inclusive community.

e Educators also recognise spontaneous ‘learning
opportunities’ that occur during play and leisure and
use them to build on children and young people’s
experiences.

e Educators recognise that learning occurs in social
contexts and that interactions, conversations and shared
sustained thinking are vitally important for learning.

What might this look like for school age

children?

e Children and young peoples’ right to play and leisure are
key elements of the service philosophy.

e Educators believe leisure is intrinsically valuable and does
not have to be productive.

e Children and young people have a right to both passive
and active leisure.

e Resources provided reflect the breadth of age groups and
interests, curiosities and capabilities of the children and
young people sharing the environment and are accessible
to children and young people so they can choose and be
responsible for their actions.

e Children and young people are fully engaged in their play
as they make plans, create characters, solve problems,
develop self-awareness and learn how to socialise,
negotiate and think with others.

Reflective questions and provocations

e Hughes (2002) identified at least 16 types of play -
Communication play, Creative play, Deep play, Dramatic
play, Exploratory play, Fantasy and Imaginary play,
Locomotor play, Mastery play, Object play, Recapitulative
play, Role play, Rough and Tumble play, Social play,
Socio-Dramatic play, and Symbolic play. How does your
OSHC vision statement and educator daily practice
support children and young people’s right to many types
of play and leisure? How does the program support
children and young people’s imagination? ?

» Early Childhood Australia - The Spoke blog - Children’s

right to play
¢ How has the environment been made safe, inclusive and
respect the rights of children to play and leisure?

» Australian Human Rights Commission - Child Safe
Organisations - National Principles Video

e What can we learn from children and young people about
the importance of play and leisure from their point of
view? How can this inform practice?

» |PA Scotland - Children’s right to play
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https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-01/MTOP-V2.0.pdf#page=67
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-01/MTOP-V2.0.pdf#page=67
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-01/MTOP-V2.0.pdf#page=66
https://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/childrens-right-play/#:~:text=Children%E2%80%99s%20rights%20to%20rest%2C%20leisure%2C%20recreation%20and%20play,the%20cultural%20and%20artistic%20life%20of%20their%20community.
https://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/childrens-right-play/#:~:text=Children%E2%80%99s%20rights%20to%20rest%2C%20leisure%2C%20recreation%20and%20play,the%20cultural%20and%20artistic%20life%20of%20their%20community.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=National+Child+safety&docid=603509481402938703&mid=127FC6E7BB50805EC226127FC6E7BB50805EC226&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=National+Child+safety&docid=603509481402938703&mid=127FC6E7BB50805EC226127FC6E7BB50805EC226&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.playaustralia.org.au/sites/default/files/LibraryDownloads/IPA-SCOTLAND-CHILDRENS-RIGHT-TO-PLAY-A5-BOOKLET-Web.pdf

¢ How do planned orintentional aspects of the program
support spontaneous play and leisure experiences
initiated by children?

» ACECQA - Information sheet - QA1 Supporting agency:

Involving children in decision-making

During children play, how responsive are you to their
ideas, thinking and interests? How have you collaborated
with children and young people to further develop their
knowledge and skills through play?

» The LEGO Foundation - The 5 Characteristics of
Learning through Play

How has leisure been valued in OSHC? What steps have
educators taken to ensure children and young people
have access to passive and active leisure?

» ACECQA - We hear you blog - Learning through play
and leisure
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ACECQA references and resources

e Australian Government Department of Education - My
Time, Our Place: Framework for School Age Care in
Australia V2.0, 2022

e ACECQA - Guide to the National Quality Framework

e ACECQA - Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA)
resources

e ACECQA - Information sheet - QA3 Inclusive
environments

e ACECQA - The endless possibilities of using digital
devices in OSHC safely

e ACECQA - Standard 3.1 Design - Case study 1
e ACECQA - Standard 5.2 Relationships between children

— Case study 2
e ACECQA - Information sheet - QA3 The environment as

'The Third Teacher'

e ACECQA - We hearyou blog - Learning through play
and leisure

Other references and resources
e Ben Mardell et al. - Toward a Pedagogy of Play

e Ben Mardell et al. - A pedagogy of play: Supporting
playful learning in classrooms and schools

e Carla Rinaldi - The Child as Citizen: holder of rights and

competent. The Reggio Emilia Educational Experience

e Deadly Story - Your Rights
e |PA Scotland - Children’s right to play
* Megina Baker & Jen Ryan - Playful provocations and

playful mindsets: teacher learning and identity shifts
through playful participatory research

e The LEGO Foundation - The 5 Characteristics of
Learning through Play

e Early Childhood Australia - The Spoke blog - Children’s

right to play
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https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/22936
https://aifs.gov.au/resources/short-articles/what-evidence-informed-approach-practice-and-why-it-important
https://vimeo.com/277239740?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=14808366
https://vimeo.com/277239740?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=14808366
https://vimeo.com/277239740?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=14808366
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/learning-through-play-and-leisure
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/learning-through-play-and-leisure
https://beyou.edu.au/fact-sheets/wellbeing
https://beyou.edu.au/fact-sheets/wellbeing
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/35761
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/35761
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/35761
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/nqf/about/guide
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/33241
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/33241
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/endless-possibilities-using-digital-devices-oshc-safely
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/endless-possibilities-using-digital-devices-oshc-safely
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/assessment/exceeding-nqs/qa3/standard-31-design-case-study-1
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/assessment/exceeding-nqs/qa5/standard-52-relationships-between-children-case-study-2
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/assessment/exceeding-nqs/qa5/standard-52-relationships-between-children-case-study-2
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/22956
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/media/22956
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/learning-through-play-and-leisure
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/learning-through-play-and-leisure
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/learning-through-play-and-leisure
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Toward a Pedagogy of Play.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/PoP Book 3.27.23.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/PoP Book 3.27.23.pdf
https://docslib.org/doc/1675829/the-child-as-citizen-holder-of-rights-and-competent-the-reggio-emilia-educational-experience
https://docslib.org/doc/1675829/the-child-as-citizen-holder-of-rights-and-competent-the-reggio-emilia-educational-experience
https://deadlystory.com/page/identity/Your_Rights
https://www.playaustralia.org.au/sites/default/files/LibraryDownloads/IPA-SCOTLAND-CHILDRENS-RIGHT-TO-PLAY-A5-BOOKLET-Web.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Playful Provocations and Playful Mindsets.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Playful Provocations and Playful Mindsets.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Playful Provocations and Playful Mindsets.pdf
https://vimeo.com/277239740?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=14808366
https://vimeo.com/277239740?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=14808366
https://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/childrens-right-play/#:~:text=Children%E2%80%99s%20rights%20to%20rest%2C%20leisure%2C%20recreation%20and%20play,the%20cultural%20and%20artistic%20life%20of%20their%20community.
https://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/childrens-right-play/#:~:text=Children%E2%80%99s%20rights%20to%20rest%2C%20leisure%2C%20recreation%20and%20play,the%20cultural%20and%20artistic%20life%20of%20their%20community.

